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1 Introduction 

1.1 Tim Basey-Fisher’s wider family owns the proposed allocation WLP7.15 Land East of Mill Road, Rumburgh.  Tim 

Basey-Fisher represents the landowner.  The family supports the allocation of the land for residential 

development and confirms that the site is available for development.  

2 Response to Inspector’s Issues  

Matter 7, Issue 7.1:   Are the following allocations for development (including 
allocation/Policy WLP7.15 Land East of Mill Road, Rumburgh) soundly based; are the 
criteria set out in the relevant policies justified and effective, and is there evidence that the 
development of the allocations is viable and deliverable in the timescales indicated in 
Appendix 3 of the plan?   

7.1 (a) Is the allocation and policy area soundly based?  

2.1 The allocation/policy WLP7.15 Land East of Mill Road, Rumburgh, is considered to be soundly based.  It appears 

to have been positively prepared, is justified by evidence, is effective and is consistent with National Planning 

Policy.  The Council’s housing evidence (including the Ipswich and Waveney Housing Market Areas-Strategic 

Housing Market Assessment and Objectively Assessed Need) demonstrates that there is a confirmed need for 

new housing in the District.  The Council’s evidence demonstrates that Rumburgh is a suitable location for new 

development.  The Council’s evidence (including the Sustainability Appraisal) also demonstrates that the site 

represents an appropriate development option when considering the alternative options.  

2.2 Whilst Rumburgh itself has a limited range of facilities, when it is considered collectively with nearby villages 

and settlements, including Halesworth, there is an extensive range of services and facilities available within 3-5 

miles of the site.   The development will help to sustain rural service and facilities in Rumburgh and the 

surrounding villages, as advocated by the revised NPPF (para 78) and NPPG.        

7.1 (b) Are the criteria set out in the relevant policies justified and effective?  

2.3 For the most part, the criteria in Policy WLP7.15 are considered to be justified and effective, although greater 

clarity and flexibility is suggested for various criteria.  The reasoning and proposed changes to the criteria are 

set out in Tim Basey-Fisher Family’s representations on the pre-submission version of the plan. In summary:  

 The policy should be worded to confirm that approximately 10 dwellings will be accommodated on the 

site, because adherence to the Policy’s density requirement would result in either more than 10 dwellings 

being delivered, or an excessive amount of open space being provided.   

 The policy should be worded to express the density requirement as a range, and acknowledge that it will 

be determined through a more detailed site assessment/appraisal, taking into account site features and 
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other policy requirements; or preferably should just require the scheme’s density to reflect the local 

character and a more detailed site assessment/appraisal rather than specify an actual density figure.  As 

written, the policy expects a low density development (approximately 10 dwellings per hectare) on 1.4 

hectares of land.  The written justification suggests that the lower density should not be at the expenses of 

smaller properties on the site.  If the Policy requirements are strictly applied alongside the requirements in 

Local Plan Policy WLP8.1, which requires 35% of new dwellings to be 1 or 2 bedroom dwellings it could 

result in a scheme with a number of small houses and disproportionately large gardens and may not 

represent an efficient use of the land. 

 The policy should be worded to acknowledge that it is not possible to protect all hedgerows along the site 

boundaries and deliver some of the other policy requirements, such as new accesses to serve the 

proposed dwellings on the Mill Road and The Street frontage; and the provision of footpaths on the 

frontages. Instead, the policy should require the protection of as much of the hedgerows as 

appropriate/possible, taking into account the other policy requirements. 

7.1 (c) is there evidence that the development of the allocations is viable and deliverable in the 
timescales indicated in Appendix 3 of the plan?  

2.4 The trajectory for WLP7.15in Appendix 3 of the Plan suggests that the site would begin to deliver units in 

2019/2020.  .To achieve this trajectory, an outline planning application would need to be approved by the late 

2018/early 2019, to allow for the marketing and sale of the site to a developer by mid-2019.  The first reserved 

matters applications would need to be prepared and approved by late 2019, to allow for discharge of conditions 

and commencement on site by early 2020.  The construction/occupation of the first 5 units would have to take 

place almost immediately after consent is issued, assuming the trajectory suggests occupation by March 2020.   

2.5 Based on experience elsewhere, this would appear a challenging timescale.  The likelihood is that the site will 

not begin to deliver units until 2020/2021.  However, it is possible and likely that all 10 units would be built 

within 1 year of commencement. 

3 Conclusions 

3.1 The Waveney Local Plan Policy WLP7.15 has been positively prepared, and the strategy for the Rural Area, 

including Rumburgh will help meet the Rural Area’s housing needs and contribute to meeting the wider 

District’s housing needs over the plan period.  Some flexibility/clarity needs to be incorporated into the Policy to 

enable the site’s effective delivery and efficient use of the land. 


