
                                        Waveney Local Plan Examination  
                    Additional comments from Beccles Society
Item 11 Infrastructure 
Question 11.2

Beccles Society supports the Local Plan proposals for a “Garden Village” 
development (WLP 3.1), but is concerned that insufficient details are available to 
demonstrate that the combined proposed residential developments 
(WLP 3.1 and WLP 3.2) will not have a severe adverse traffic effect on a number of 
existing junctions in the Beccles area. This could have detrimental repercussions on
the viability of parts of the town centre.

Beccles regularly suffers from traffic congestion at various of its existing junctions,
particularly in the morning and evening peak periods. These are:-

1)  A145 London Road/ Ashmans Road/ Frederick Road. 
2)  A145 London Road/ St Mary’s Road/ A145 Peddars Lane.
3)  A145 Blyburgate/ A145 Peddars Lane/ Ingate.
4)  A146 Norwich Road/ A143 Yarmouth Road.
5)  A146 Norwich Road/ George Westwood Way.
6)  A146 beccles Road/ Copeland Way.
7)  Grove Road/ Gosford Road.

Suffolk County Council produced the Preferred Option Traffic Report for the Local 
Plan in March 2018. WSP were also commissioned by Waveney District Council to 
carry out further modelling on the Preferred Option and produced a 
“Technical Note: Waveney Local Plan – Response on Beccles Impact Assessment” 
(January 2018)
On page 2 of this latter report ( last paragraph) it states “the turning count data ……
represents traffic data for a single day…….. when DfT Web Tag guidance advises 
that it should be recorded for a minimum of 2 weeks. However in the absence of 
more long term data the BTIA turning count data was utilised  in this analyisis and 
in the SCC report (above).
This is clearly unfortunate and may explain why the predictions from the SCC study
indicates that future traffic flows do not cause any of the junctions in and around 
Beccles to reach capacity.
In reality, some are already at or near capacity in peak periods. 
In support of previous comment, in the conclusion to the WSP report on page 8 in 
the first paragraph it states “The ability to compare this count data to alternative 
data sources has been limited and it should be borne in mind this data covers a 
single day which increases the risk of it not being representative of typical traffic 
conditions”.

Our letter of 11th May to Waveney Planning Policy and Delivery Team continues to 
develop the above themes and shold be read in conjunction with this response.

Paul Fletcher, Chairman Beccles Society, September 7th 2018


