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12.4 Policy WLP8.35 – Landscape Character  

 

(a) Is the policy consistent with national policy in respect of the Broads and the Suffolk Coast and 

Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)?  

 

1) In terms of 12.4 Policy WLP8.35, we feel that the Broads and relevant documents are 

referenced in the policy to allow for landscape character to be sufficiently considered with 

regard to the Broads. Also, all landscapes hold an importance and should be assessed as per 

the criteria stated in bullet points. 

 

(b) Is a dedicated policy in respect of the Broads and the AONB necessary for the plan to be sound 

and, if so, what should the contents of that policy be?  

 

2) The Authority would be happy to input to the production of such a policy. The Authority is 

aware of the Greater Norwich Local Plan’s emerging bespoke policy relating to the Broads 

which is based on an existing Joint Core Strategy policy and this policy is a useful addition to 

the Joint Core Strategy. That being said, a dedicated policy could have elements that repeat 

other policies in the Waveney Local Plan.  

 

12.9 Policy WLP8.40 – Archaeology  

 

(a) Is the policy consistent with national policy and is its requirement of the preservation and 

recording of all archaeological remains justified?  

 

3) Generally this proposed policy is consistent with the draft policy of the Local Plan for the 

Broads. It seems that paragraphs 187 (particularly criteria b) and 199 of NPPF 2018 suggest 

this approach might be justified. 

 

(b) Is specific reference to the archaeological value of the Broads necessary for the plan to be sound?  

 

4) Technically the “advice” from Historic England regarding the special archaeological nature of 

the Broads is not confined to the Broads Authority executive area boundary so this reference 

is a valid addition. The Archaeology of the Broads: a review, 20141, by Peter Murphy 

                                                           
1
  http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/506421/The-Archaeology-of-the-Broads-

A-Review.pdf  

http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/506421/The-Archaeology-of-the-Broads-A-Review.pdf
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/506421/The-Archaeology-of-the-Broads-A-Review.pdf


concludes that: ‘From an archaeological perspective it is important that the wetlands and 

adjacent ‘uplands’ in the Broads are considered together, since they were originally managed 

as part of the same land-holding and agricultural system as defined by Williamson (1997). 

This report will, therefore, not be confined in a limited way to the marshes and river valleys 

but will extend onto the interfluves. This helps to ensure that the study reflects human 

interaction between upland and marshes over the centuries. The National Mapping 

Programme (Albone and Massey 2007) defined co-axial field systems on the Broads 

interfluves and this has now been extended to the Suffolk portion of Lothingland and Greater 

Lowestoft’.  

 

12.8 Policy WLP8.39 – Conservation Areas 

 

5) Whilst the Authority did not comment on this policy as part of the pre-submission 

consultation, we have noticed the following which we feel need addressing: 

i. Para 2.210 conservation areas. This paragraph references 14 Conservation areas, 2 of which 
fall within the area of Waveney shared with the Broads Authority. Para 8.222 lists 4 sharing 
BA area + mentioning Ellingham as being wholly within BA area and therefore not being 
covered by this plan – this is somewhat contradictorily and confusing. This should be 
consistent and relationship with the Broads Authority made clear. 

ii. Para 8.225 states article 4 directions exist in all the Waveney Conservation Areas. Firstly is 
this the case with Oulton Broad and Somerleyton extension? – they have relatively recently 
been designated. Also it would be worth pointing out where areas are shared then the 
appropriate Local Planning Authority should be consulted. We have inherited article 4’s in 
Beccles, Bungay and possibly Oulton Broad but it is us that administers these. 

 


