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concerning Design, Natural Environment and Historic Environment 

 

Question 12.3(b) 

 

12.3 – Policy WLP8.34 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

 

(b) Is the County Wildlife Site at the entrance to Lowestoft Harbour, as shown on the 

Policies Map, justified and otherwise soundly-based? 

 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 Suffolk County Council supports and plays an active role on the County Wildlife 

Panel, which meets to assess and designate potential County Wildlife Sites 

(CWS), based on information submitted to them. This panel includes 

representatives from Suffolk County Council, the Suffolk Biodiversity 

Information Service, Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Natural England. 

 

1.2 The NPPF (2012), requires local plans to set a strategic and positive approach 

to the creation, protection and enhancement of networks of biodiversity. 

Paragraph 117 sets out that planning policies should  

 

• ‘identify and map components of local ecological networks, including the 

hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of 

importance for biodiversity, wildlife corridors and stepping stones that 

connect them and areas identified by local partnerships for habitat 

restoration or creation; 

• Promote the preservation, restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, 

ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species 

populations, linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable 

indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan;’1 

 

1.3 County Wildlife Sites have a fundamental role to play in meeting national 

biodiversity targets. In addition to meeting the national planning policy 

requirement (above), they also help all local authorities meet duties established 

under the National Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 to have 

regard for the conservation of biodiversity. 

 

                                            
1 This approach is carried through into the new (July 2018) NPPF, in paragraph 174 
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1.4 CWS designations are held by Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service and 

every District and Borough Council in Suffolk (as well as the County Council) 

and are available by request. 

 

2. Waveney County Wildlife Site Number 65 

 

2.1 The Lowestoft Harbour Kittiwake Colony County Wildlife Site (Waveney CWS 

No. 65) was designated due to the importance of the habitat for Kittiwake (Rissa 

tridactyla) which has been designated by the Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee (JNCC – the Government’s advisors on nature conservation 

matters) as follows: 

 

• a Conservation Priority in the EC Birds Directive – (migratory species). 

• Red listed in Birds of Conservation Concern 4 (2015 update). 

• Amber listed in Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 2014-2019 

(2014 update). 

• OSPAR List of Threatened and/or Declining Species and Habitats. 

 

2.2 The circular designation is unusual but it is because the surrounding area of 

water and, most importantly, unobstructed air, are absolutely essential in 

allowing Kittiwakes to approach, roost undisturbed and exit their nests. It is 

appreciated that there is considerable marine traffic here but this is in transit. 

Permanent obstruction here would be severely detrimental to the success of 

this colony. 
 

3. Conclusion 

 

3.1 Based on the information above, the County Council’s view is that the 

recognition of the CWS as shown on the policies map is justified, in line with 

the strategy set out in the Framework. 

  


